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TO WRITING SONGS THAT WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

 

1. Make sure you write in a genre that you deeply care about and 

have extensive knowledge of. If you’re not sure whether you 

have enough knowledge, do some research—it’s all free these 

days! 

2. Once you know you’re operating in an area where you feel 

really strong, think about where you would like your next song 

to end up; what doors would it open for you, what dreams 

would it help you realise? 

3. Then look at your title/concept/big idea: do you think it will 

get you there? 

4. If the answer is yes, start writing the title onto the middle of a 

big piece of paper and immediately write down everything 

that comes to mind in relation to it(i.e. Rain>water, cloud, dark, 

grey, sky, flood, garden, life, sun, drought etc.). If some fully-

formed rhymes or lines pop up, even better.  
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5. Assemble those initial pieces of information into a storyboard 

so that you know where you are going in verse 1, chorus 1, 

verse 2, chorus 2 etc. o 

6. At this point, go back to point 2) and visualise whether you 

feel you have a really important song on your hands that will 

make a difference to your life—and that of many others as 

well.  

7. If the answer is “no” and you don’t feel energised and excited 

about your song at this stage, it probably won’t have the “legs” 

that will carry it through the many stages of creation and 

marketing before it reaches the end listener.  

8. But if the answer is “yes”, now’s the time to bring in some co-

writers, producers, singers and musicians who can help you 

realise your vision—unless you’re a genius like Prince and can 

do everything by yourself. Even Prince had a band though… 

9. This workflow also applies if you’re starting with music first, a 

melody or instrumental(or “beat” in new-speak). Make sure you 

really have something special before you head into the 

production phase which can cost a lot of time and money. 

10. And if you’re following a different workflow then it’s still 

good to check these steps from time to time to make sure that 

you write to your strengths and are able to visualise where this 

song will take you and your audience! 

 


